
  
 
 
 
 
 Bandiere (banners) 
 
My 1999 Silk Road series hinged on an historical account of the unique radiance of 
Parthinian battle standards. The terrifying material beauty of those silk flags was 
instrumental in routing and destroying an invading army of Roman legions on the 
border of what is now modern Iraq. As a continuum in the Bandiere series, I am 
proposing hypothetical banners for factors surrounding the very brief Parthenopeon 
Republic of 1799. 
 
The reign of British monarch George III coincided with that of Ferdinand IV the 
Bourbon king of Naples and Sicily. Whereas Mad King George’s malfunctions as 
head of state arose from a neurological disorder, Ferdinand was programmed from 
childhood to be a lout with no education in state-craft, a ploy in the multinational 
Bourbon franchise. 
 
The inadequacies of these two monarchs was the backdrop to the genocide of the 
Neapolitan intelligentsia who comprised the Pathenopeon republic, well portrayed in 
Susan Sontag’s historic novel The Volcano Lover. The vibrant intelligentsia in Naples 
had been nourished in the interactions of a Mediterranean trading port with a history 
preceding its Grecian origins. The massacre of those intellectuals and the pilfering or 
wanton destruction of their libraries and collections of art and historical artifacts 
remains a canker on the reputation of British admiral Nelson. It led to the perpetuation 
of tribal determinism in Neapolitan and Sicilian affairs that immigrated to the 
Americas in its Mafia identity. 
 
When the recently deceased pope John Paul II visited Naples shouts of “Viva Nelson” 
emanated from a faction (perhaps lazzaroni or maybe situationist) in the crowd of 
spectators. It was a reference to the violation and murder of those Parthenopeon 
progenitors of democracy at the cusp of the 18th century. 
 
As history recycles, we are presented with Berlusconi and another George. 
 
The titles on my work now refer to then. Hopefully, I come up with some terrifying 
material beauty.   
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